
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        NOVEMBER 27, 2016 
  
FIRST  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
Lighting the First Advent Candle 

 Hymn – Insert (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) Verses 1-3 
Opening Prayer 

 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I have been raised in a culture that instructs me 
on the value of preparing for the future, especially regarding 
my external life, my physical and economic life.  I tend to apply 
this same approach to my internal life, my mental and 
emotional life, by working to make sure I am what I am 
supposed to be.  However, this approach does not work well 
internally.  I am ignorant of much of my mental and emotional 
reality, and snub other components of it, with the result that I 
live a partial and imbalanced mental and emotional life.  I find I 
am not successful at modifying the restrictions imposed on me 
by my own partiality.  But you are not so limited.  You interrupt 
my familiar interior world by the introduction of thoughts, 
feelings and perceptions designed to disturb it and thereby 
augment it.  I rarely see the value of these intrusions, so I resist 
them or ignore them.  In this way, I remain bound by the 
restrictions to which I have become accustomed. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 24:36-44 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) Verses 4-5 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – Insert (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) Verses 6-7 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for December 4, 2016 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; 
Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women will meet tomorrow, November 28th, 
at the church, at 1:30pm.  The lesson is #3. Pam Novelly is the 
Leader.  Mary Hanna is the hostess. 
 NOTE: our Christmas Eve service will take place on the 
preceding evening: Friday, December 23rd. 
 If you are doing your seasonal baking this year, can you make 
enough to share with the congregation at coffee time during 
Advent and Christmas, and on Christmas-Eve Eve.  There is a sign-
up.  
 An article titled “The First Cycle of the Church Year” is available 
in the coffee room. 
 A letter giving information on stewardship and pledge cards 
are on the table in the coffee room. 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT 
 

…a coming into place, view or being… 
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First Sunday of Advent (Matthew 24:36-44) 
 Even though we observe the Season of Advent in chronological 
time, Advent is basically not something that has to do with 
chronological time. Advent is a time when certain internal events 
occur, shifts in the way we perceive, feel and/or think, shifts which 
instigate changes in the way we experience and understand who 
we are. This kind of time is described by the Greek word “Kairos,” 
time as marked by personal events, significant and meaningful 
events, rather than the passage of time sequentially. Advent 
happens inside us, when the time is right. However, we highlight 
these internal Kairos times in our life by focusing on them in the 
external chronological time of the four Sundays before Christmas 
Day. 

Today’s text is preceded by a series of verses that describe “the 
coming of the Son of Man.” The “Son of Man” is a figure found in 
Biblical mythology whose appearance signifies the ending of an 
existing order and the beginning of another order. If we internalize 
“the coming of the Son of Man,” it will refer to the interior events 
that indicate the beginning of “a time of personal change,” shifts in 
the way we perceive, feel and/or think which are harbingers of the 
ending of one thought-world or identity and the beginning of 
another, more expanded, thought-world or identity. Our tendency 
to believe unreservedly in our familiar identity needs to be disabled in 
some way so that we can begin to imagine a more expanded identity 
to be possible for us, and in Biblical mythology the “Son of Man” is the 
figure that begins that disabling. The First Sunday in Advent is when 
such disabling is highlighted. 

Today’s text begins by saying that no one knows when personal 
change will occur, except God. A comparison is made with the time 
of Noah and the flood, i.e. we will be doing what we normally and 
routinely do, and then it will happen. The beginning of personal 
change is likened to a “flood;” the Greek word means “an 
inundation.” Inundate means “to overwhelm or swamp,” from a 
root “to surge.” As a metaphor, this is an accurate description of 
the experience highlighted on the First Sunday in Advent. We are 
living life as usual, and feelings, thoughts and/or perceptions surge 
up within us. These may be triggered by something happening 
outside us, and maybe not. However they arise, feelings, thoughts 

and/or perceptions come which have an edge to them in that they 
do not easily fit into what is customary for us. Sometimes they will 
significantly be at odds with what is customary for us and we will be 
overwhelmed so that doing the normal routines and content of our 
daily life will be difficult; we feel “swamped,” or as the text 
describes it, “swept away.” 

Mostly we approach this occurrence as a negative thing, 
something we do not like, and should not be happening to us. 
However, the Greek word translated as “swept away” means “to lift 
up; to take up or away.” So, while we do not like what is happening 
to us, what is occurring is not negative per se; we are simply and 
actually being pulled out of the life in which we normally live. 
Another meaning for “swept away” is “to keep in suspense.” In this 
internal event, we do not know what is happening and cannot yet 
make any sense out of what is happening; we are in suspense 
because we do not know where this is taking us. 

The text says that some are “taken” by this internal event and 
some are “left.” The Greek word translated as “taken” means “to 
receive near, i.e. to associate with oneself (in any familiar or 
intimate act or relation).” Normally we hear “taken” as a frightening 
thing. However, the Greek translation paints the picture of 
something deeply personal and intimate, like our being pulled out 
of our familiar life and its patterns so as to be related more 
intimately to the person we actually are, even though the 
experience of our self that is emerging is not one with which we are 
familiar. The Greek word translated as “left” means “to send forth.” 
I think this means that when the time is not right for this internal 
event we simply are sent forth into the familiar life we already have. 

The beginning of Advent is this internal experience of being 
pulled out of the normal life we are living and of being immersed in 
a different experience of our life. We have sometimes described this 
as “the heart falls out” of some part of our familiar life, resulting in 
our losing heart for something we have been and done for some 
time. In other years of the Lectionary the experience that is 
described on this Sunday is more uncomfortable than what this text 
describes. Yet all the readings describe an experience that is very 



personal, one that acquaints us with ourselves in an unfamiliar and 
very intimate way. 
 Since we do not know when this will happen, the advice is to 
“keep awake.” The Greek word means “to keep awake, i.e. watch,” 
from a root meaning “to engirdle oneself for labor.” The advice is 
to pay attention because there is internal work coming our way. 
However, there is a caution at the end of the text, basically that if 
we look too hard we will not see what is being brought to us. If we 
are looking for what we already consider personal change to look 
like, we will notice that doing so will rouse our defenses and we will 
not allow into our awareness anything that will threaten to alter 
our basic personality structure. [Our house-owner/ego will stay 
awake (rouse) and will not allow its house “to be penetrated 
burglariously” (the wording in the Greek concordance).] Therefore, 
we must be “ready,” the Greek word means “adjusted.” I think this 
means we need not be so focused in looking for what we already 
understand or want personal change to be like, but rather we need 
to watch for the “inundation,” the “overwhelm,” the “swept away” 
that comes to us when unexpected or unanticipated personal 
change has been initiated on our behalf. 
 This experience we highlight on the First Sunday of Advent can 
be difficult to experience. It is important, therefore, to remember 
that this first experience in Advent is followed by three others that 
build on it and take us somewhere different. The first experience is 
about a deconstruction through which we are taken, and the other 
three are concerned with the reconstruction for which the 
deconstruction prepares. 

 [Jim Robie, 11-22-16, Lectionary Cycle A, Matthew 24:36-44] 


